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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 98 - 191 and 198-208 without prejudice to consideration in a 
continuing application. Please amend claims 192-197 and add new claims 209-211 as set forth 
in the complete listing of the claims and their status that follows. ^ 

Claims 1-191 (Canceled) 

1 92. (Currently amended) A method of providing spinal interbody fusion, comprising 
the steps of: 

accessing the intradiscal space between two generally opposed upper and lower vertebral 
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bodies; 

providing an expandable structure comprising a top element, a bottom element and m a 
plurality of intermediate e lement elements, each being of substantially similar configuration, said 
top element being configured to contact the upper vertebral body, said bottom element being 
configured to contact the lower vertebral body, and said intermediate elements configured to 
reside between said top element and said bottom element; 

introducing said top element and said bottom element into said intradiscal space; and, 
introducing said intermediate e l e ment elements consecutively between and in contact 
wiA said top element and said bottom element such that an intermediate element contacts said 
too element and another intermediate contacts said bottom element to relatively move said top 
element and said bottom element apart generally along the axis of the spine as said intermediate 
e l e ment elements are introduced to thereby distract and support said upper and lower vertebral 
bodies. 

1 93. (Currently amended) The method of claim 192, wherein each of said 
intermediate el e ment elements is introduced by sliding between said top element and said bottom 
element. 

1 94. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 92, wherein ^ a first intermediate 
element is configured for interlocking coupling with at least said top element 
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1 95 . (Currently amended) The method of claim i9i 194, wherein A© a second 
intermediate element is configured for interlocking with said bottom element and with said first 
intermediate element. 

1 96. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 92, wherein the top element has an 
area greater than an intermediate element. 

1 97. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 96, wherein the bottom element has 
an area greater than anv of said plurality of intermediate olcmont elements . 

Claims 198-208 (Canceled) 

209. (New) The method of claim 192, wh«:ein one of said top element, said bottom 
element and said plurality of intermediate elements is formed of implant materials. 

2 1 0. (New) The method of claim 209, wherein all of said top element, said bottom 
element and said plurality of intermediate elements are formed of implant materials 

211. (New) The method of claim 1 92, further comprising the step of introducing bone 
filler material between the two opposed upper and lower vertebral bodies and adjacent to and in 
contact with said expandable structure. 
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